
January 10, 2022

Dear Wildcat Families,

Happy New Year!

We made it through a successful first week back with students. While there were challenges, we
continue to work with the Warren County Health Department and State health officials to make
the best decisions for our students. The district is committed to keeping students in school and
we appreciate your partnership in keeping our students and staff healthy.

In addition to the prevalence of COVID-19, cold and flu season are here, too. Because so many
symptoms are similar or overlap, the CDC has provided a list of COVID symptoms.

One change we want to share are the new Ohio Department of Health and CDC guidelines
when students or staff are exposed to someone with COVID 19.

Regardless of vaccination status, anyone who tests positive must isolate at home for the
next 5 days. That person must also wear a mask for 5 days after the isolation period.

Anyone who is exposed outside of school will follow guidelines depending on their vaccination
status.

● If you are exposed and your Covid-19 vaccines are up-to-date you may come to
school but you will need to wear a mask for 10 days after your last exposure. If
possible, test on day 5. If you develop symptoms or test positive, stay home.

● If you are exposed and unvaccinated or your COVID-19 vaccines aren’t up-to-date
you will be required to stay home for 5 days. When returning to school, you will need
to wear a mask for 10 days after your last exposure. If possible, test on day 5. If you
develop symptoms or test positive, stay home.

Guidelines for the Masks to Stay, Test to Play program have also been updated. This program
applies to those who were exposed to COVID-19 in the school setting or during
school-related activities.

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/static/docs/covid-19-guidance-quarantine.pdf
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/static/responsible/schools/k-12-schools-quarantine-alternative.pdf


Students can Mask to Stay after being directly exposed to COVID-19 in a school setting if
they do the following:

● Wear a mask for 10 days after the initial exposure date.
● Self-monitor or have a parent monitor for symptoms of COVID-19.
● Isolate and get tested if they show symptoms of COVID-19, regardless of the severity

of symptoms.

Asymptomatic contacts may Test to Play to participate in extracurricular activities if they do the
following:

● Wear a mask when able. (This includes locker rooms; sitting/standing on the sidelines;
and any time the mask will not interfere with breathing, the activity, or create a safety
hazard.

● Test on initial notification of exposure to COVID-19.
● Test on day 5.

Franklin City Schools will continue to notify families if a child has been exposed at school.
Students who are a direct contact due to a school exposure will be opted into the Mask to Stay
program. If a family chooses to quarantine at home, they should report their child’s quarantine
absence to their individual building.

As always, we appreciate your partnership in the education of your children.

Michael D. Sander, Ed.D.
Superintendent
Franklin City Schools


